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i State of the Dialogue

When  Senstpr, Fulbright' talks ‘about the '
nmor{eign policy—which he ‘does oﬂgn
i and &t length-he always has a great deal
to say about the war in Vietnam, none of it
1 encouraging to President Johnson or cheer-
, lul sounding to anybody.
: { | The Senator thinks our mliitary p(mmml,L

thére s precarlous. our diplomatic postars.
'depiotable emd that ‘the twd together ﬂskw‘*‘
' catastrophe. et
Wit 4815 particular war in this partlcular

place is, to the Senator, 'oniy an incldental .
_part of the discussion; although since this is.
L the place where men are dying it naturally
'!dommates the headlines and no doubt over.:
shadows the other thinga in the minds of hl!l
v ‘listeners, .
I Those other things the Senator talks about .
Anclude Cuba, th¢ Dominican Republie, Gen.
‘eral de Gaulle and NATO, foreign m@
practices and the tone of dipjomalic spe
about  the cold war, Through all his com-
ments ofi these'subjects there runs a aingl«
:theme, . that the Unlted States iy qverreach--
ing itself.

- America is showing some slgns’" he re-'
bently told the nation’s publishers, - “of that
¢ fatal presumption, - that oterextension of -
rpower and mission, which, brought ruin to’
fs.nclent Athens, to Napoleonm France and ta
‘Naii Germany.” .

When Vice President Humphrey ta.lku‘
,about the nation’s foreign -policy—which he"
' does * less often, perhaps,  but- at greater
Aength—hia view of the Vietnam war is that’
,our diplomacy has already been suctessful |
and that our military efforts are succeeding, -
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But.'the Vice Prestdent too carries the ]«
N «con\rersatlon beyond Vietham. Mr, - Hum-/
: phrey justifies our efforts thers ‘not just.by-|
‘the intrinsic’ importance of South Vietnam':
ibut-in terms of the wider. obligations of the ,

! “United Btates as a_world power,’
v’ "Those who threaten their nelghboru '
{anywhere} need to know,” the Vice Presie;.
Ed-nt told this same nleeting of publishers,
%that the United States will stay and -see it |
b through.” And again: “'The total’ appllcatlon.
| ot power ahd atrength weods part of our ¢
Enecurﬂy structure.'
ot ]
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,mst. ate poing beyond tha Immediate ques-
 "tidns. of the battiefield and addressing th lfm. .

galves to the more:’ generalized - uientlon, :
\what role can and ought tHe United Btatés.|;

'play i innuenclnt auam. dn 4. tmbled
"erd? o TR (‘/'.\ “t
i‘i‘ It nothing eise, thu' putn the': dlo.lom
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“Thua both men, protagom;t ‘and antago: f
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‘u‘- Obviously Therd are probiems in Vietnam"
specific_to that place and which cannot b6 ;
,tesolved by tesort to generalities, Wisely or -
not, we atre there; being there we have to.
deal with what ‘4s" and ‘not with what
"mlght be." -To some extént, thersfore, de-:
“bate on the broader question—the proper.
,role of the U.8. in the world—can seem ada-’
.demic, even metaphysic&l.,?hiloaophy rarely,
~offers practical means ot getﬂhg out of dt
'mess,

~_But to militaty cbmmmdem strategy ls
no less Important than tactics} to a nation:
lorelgn policy 18 no less g0 thah ‘what it dOes\
-at.a particular momerit. In war and diploma.
' .¢y: wise strategy ahd policles are: guardlhns
ragainst messes, "
* Wae got into Vietram becauae of ‘a cei'-
tain view of the worid and our roie in it.:
.(The same view, with' the sarhe | judgnients’

~

| flowing from it, should-tif they are .correct

.—propel us Into like action somewhere elde:
.where the circumstances appeared .similar.
- This might be another place in Aslia, pr al
most anywhera on'the globe,

As & matter of fact, it has involved us’
,militarily ‘in other places, Ifi Korea during
Truman s Administration. In the Middle East’
\durlng Bisenhower's Administration. In the
‘Dominican Republic durlhg! Johnson's Ad.
mlnlatmtlon. All In additioh to Vletnam dm‘w
,lng three Administrations, . .

4. "Of all the confrontatiods, énly, the Cuban
"missite’ crisis involved an h’hmedlate. dlv

i+

'H-ect threat. to our - dafety. - Each of the

Vothers was predicated orl the phllosophy that
'the United. < ‘States has' & - responsibility
“everywhere, or on the view' that bur_safety -
218 threatened by any dlsturbupca to order
nnywhere. ;'.f-.- . N
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\; ’rhroughout all thib-'there Kas.' béex
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W &s\m 166" Wit our 1&Fgess, 60 powerful in”

nrm ‘we' can exertise military - controf
whet'ever ‘fieeded, and all without sapplng
‘ont re erveu. physical or spiritual.

.~ What Senator Fulbright has done {s to
tshallenge the view and the judgments from
.lt. This s a :wholly different’ thing from
Sthe " protests ngainst! the Vietnam -war It
~gelf froin -eongenital’ pacifists, . - emotlonal
beatmks. youthful ‘shirkers or any of the’
others who just don't want to be bothered .
. With anything troublesome, fike a war.

T, Fulbright can often sound guerulous,’
“Bometimes he makes hils arguments in bad’
Japte. His judgment on practical queaﬁons«
lynt always inipressive, Often he's just plain’;
irritating. y

- Nonetheless, the Benator is debating the ’
- questioha a Senator should, And:he is bring- .
“ing to that debate the kind of provocative:
«thought that you always hope for, seldom ex-
pect and rarely find In the public forum.

. Bo doing, he has 'forced those with the
responsibmty for policy to re-think the rea.
- sons for that policy and to put their plea’
for it in more thoughttul térms. They too—’
"witness Vice President Humphrey-must
“raise the debate to a higher level. You can't
answer the Fuibright questions with the same .
‘sort’ of .retorts you use to peace march-
. ers, muddled: professors and unwashed under.
graduates .
- - If there's a pity In it, it'a that thls 8ena.
torlal tark of probing, questioning and chal-’
fenglng should not have been undertaken by
someorie on the Republican side of the aisle..
;' That task ls the proper functlon of ths Op-
‘positioni; conatructive, not destructive, for
a8 Burke remarked, “He that wrestles with
‘us strengthens our nerves and shnrpen‘ our
pkills, Our antagonist Is our helper."
- .. Maybe at times the arguments hre dis.
mptlve. ‘But-what béttér way (o btrengthen

'lhipllcl; usum&\on that the. ‘United” tatel
"4 s0 ‘sttohg that wé 'cah’da’all thisy W'

whers 1t should be.: ,Apprb\y!edx‘ﬁw Réle
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our nérves, as well &8 sharpen our- skills,
{han -a-dialogue on the purpou place ‘an‘d/
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